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Overall Comments 

Part two of the course focused on the creative process of problem solving, encouraging you 

to explore your own working process and apply it to a number of briefs. Overall your 

response to part two has been very good. You have an imaginative nature that lends itself 

well to graphic concepts which is most evident in your testing stages of a project. Sometimes 

you overlook great ideas when bogged down in production. Reflect more in your log on the 

ideas phase and you’ll see stronger ideas come to fruition. Other key areas to focus on next 

assignment are : continue to play with both analogue and digital media, include key 

designers alongside the work as reference and keep pushing your thumbnails. 

 

Project: Working to a brief 

You were asked to read and analyse a number of briefs, identifying what you are being 

asked to do, any keywords, and how a client would judge a successful outcome. I think this 

is an excellent overview of your insight into the three briefs. It’s a real breakdown of your own 

ideas and approaches to how you might start to understand, engage with and sculpt the brief 

based on initial collations of information. You outline clearly the missing elements of 

information  and I have no doubt you’d tackle any of these briefs with pragmatism.   

 

Project: Researching and developing ideas 

In this project you were asked to reflect on different ways of researching and developing 

ideas, and to put these into practice by designing a cover for an HG Wells novel. You’ve 

managed to put together your book jackets proficiently with new digital skills. The overall 

type you’ve used is nicely laid out and begins to help you to theme your three books (though 

you shift to a seriff font for your final book?)..  

 

Of the three books, the third seems to satisfy your own tastes towards more abstract and 

simple. For this cover, I wonder if you need that red line around the objects (do you know 

how to remove the ‘stroke’ in illustrator? Perhaps one to look up if not!).  

 

Your mock-up of a chalk board for the second book is a great graphic concept. However, 

your own handwriting is beautiful and rather scholarly in form; I feel there’s a missed 



opportunity to have used some of your own photographic skills to mock this image up on a 

interestingly lit chalk board in real life. 

 

Project: Visualising your ideas 

This project explored how to quickly visualise ideas through thumbnails, mood board, mock-

ups and prototypes. You were asked to explore different ways you can fold paper to make a 

leaflet for a voluntary organisation. Another great task. As this was ideas focussed rather 

than a fully refined project, the ‘clunkiness’ your family members point out is not a problem 

(though very useful insight). You clearly outline three different initial approaches from 

‘illustration led’ to adding interest via a ‘peephole’ or altering the full outer shape. I consider 

this a shrewd investigation into piquing an audience’s interest. I also really like your lady 

gardener’s image and hope you develop more images like this as part of your practical 

toolkit. 

  

Project: Critiquing your work 

The critique is the process of being self-critical about your work in order to achieve the aims 

of a brief. You were asked to put this into practice by designing two posters and reflecting on 

whether they had too much or not enough information. The second image is certainly easier 

to read – however with three different fonts used at altering sizes you’ve still some way to go 

to make this fully minimalist. What are the fonts of minimalist design? Usually sans-serif and 

very clean. How about the imagery? Once again, perhaps only block shapes. You will cover 

more type throughout the course but you may like to read here about ‘purposeful hierarchy’ 

and avoid using clip-art in your work - your illustrator skills are superior! 

 

Project: Finishing your artwork 

The point of sale display exercise asked you to generate artwork for your local green grocer. 

You use your photographic skills to good effect here in your tests. However, I think your 

green background dampens the vibrance of your fruit and it looks tastier on white. 

Photograph 906 is beautifully constructed (those eyebrows!) and just perfect for this 

project. All that might be needed is a simple tagline such as “visit a friendly face at your local 

greengrocers” and you’ve got a humdinger of an advert containing some strong graphic 

design principles (a nice image accompanying some clean and clever text to contextualise 

the image) and the job is done.  

 

  

Assessment potential 

 

I understand your aim is to go for full degree and that you plan to submit your work for 

assessment at the end of this course. From the work you have shown in this assignment, and 

providing you commit yourself to the course, I suggest that you are likely to be successful in the 

assessment. 

  

Feedback on assignment 

 

The Thinking of You assignment asked you to create a range of cards for sentiments or 

events not currently catered for by card manufactures. Your cards demonstrate some good 

learning in terms of production, printing and putting some key elements together to create a 

visual theme across three cards. Of the three, your “Girls’ Day” card seems the most 

https://designschool.canva.com/blog/design-rules/


cohesive – the use of graffiti imagery here describes a sense of activism relevant to a 

feminist concern. The boys’ day card apes this style a little but perhaps does not promote or 

celebrate / elevate the male through the image, your character crouches instead of standing 

proud and your dice message feels a little lost in the mix. Your cats’ day begins to speak of a 

cat relaxing and this is humorous in itself (cats really do need a day to kick back and chill out 

don’t they?) however the graffiti background here once again confuses the image a little 

because it doesn’t add a tension, context or further insight into the image. A simple structure 

to work into the cards may be something like: 

 

1. The card must contain a graffiti background that demonstrates celebrates the plight (eg. 

The future is female, a focus on men’s health / good male role models, celebrating the 

hard working tasks of a cat) 

2. A counter image where the protagonist is celebrated / gets to relax. 

 

This simple structure will allow a clearer legibility across all cards. 

  

  

Sketchbooks 

Your sketchbooks are put to most effective use for your thumbnailing of the book jackets – 

these are great, more of this! 

  

Learning Logs or Blogs / Critical essays 

 

Your learning log is very nicely presented and your critique levels are good, continue 

to develop, question and inform your approach through this critical reflection during 

all stage. An inclusion of key designers who are making work similar to your tasks 

alongside your work would be useful.  

 

You were asked you to reflect on how familiar you are to graphic design software, identifying 

what you might need to learn. I didn’t find this in your log but I am aware you are very keen 

to raise your digital game and can see you are applying yourself in this direction through your 

work. 

  

Suggested viewing/reading 

 

Please enjoy this recent lecture to by master photomontage artist Andrzej Klimowski – you 

will need to look up some of the video examples, but other than this it will be very useful in 

terms of grounding your knowledge of photomontage for pt3. This shorter Hannah Hoch. film 

also demonstrates the pertinence of photomontage as a form ‘protest art.’  

 

Here are some other links useful to help with your work for part 3: The Paris 68’ posters,   

https://www.typographicposters.com   

 

  

Pointers for the next assignment 

The next part of the course encourages you to become more visually literate by exploring 

visual dynamics, colour and visual language. This is an opportunity for you to keep up 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GpXgpEkdST4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2PrXPpr1Yrg
https://www.creativereview.co.uk/cr-blog/2008/april/may-1968-a-graphic-uprising/
https://www.typographicposters.com/


regular thumbnailing practice, reflect more on the merits of your ideas as you progress a 

project and continue to explore the fusion of photography, analogue and digital approaches 

within your work. You’re making great progress Nuala and I look forward to seeing your next 

assignment after you finish submitting your previous course for assessment. 

  

  

  

Tutor name:  Beth Dawson 

Date  31st October 2016 

Next assignment due  7th February 2017 

  

 


