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The first part of the course focuses on getting started by introducing you to the subject and 

exploring a brief history of graphic design. Overall your response has been good, you have a 

strong systematic approach to using your log and have laid out your initial work and learning 

clearly. To continue to increase your skill and engagement in this subject area I recommend 

a focus on more sketchbook use to help develop your ideas, further documentation of key 

designers relevant to the media you’re investigating and you continue to test your ideas and 

designs on different audiences to see how these are effectively communicating. 

 

Overall Comments 

 

Project: Sending and receiving 

Understanding how visual communication works is crucial to graphic design, your first 

exercise asked you to explore this through playing visual charades. You have thrown 

yourself into your studies here with great aplomb and demonstrate a commitment to 

practicing the task through turning it into a board game style activity. This feels like a shrewd 

initial move towards acknowledging graphic design as a purposeful and functional pursuit 

that can easily be incorporated into tangible objects and regular games or experiences in 

your life. You make an interesting point about an intuitive form of visual communication 

between you and your husband and this is a highly pertinent idea which demonstrates the 

role of the audience for informing how you problem solve; your understanding of your 

husband enabled an easy message, however you may need to tailor your drawings 

differently to communicate ideas to other audiences as clearly. This point hits on the 

important role of research in graphic design to understand and explore your audience as part 

of your practice. 

  

Assessment potential 

  

You have told me that you wish to get credit your hard work and achievements with the OCA 

by formally submitting your work for assessment at the end of the course and so I will be 

tailoring your feedback to support this. We are just as keen to support you whether you study 

for pleasure or to gain qualifications though so if you find that your circumstances change 



and you would like to switch to modes of study at any stage let me know and I will write your 

reports with this in mind.  

 

Assessment Criteria 

 

The Visual Communications degree has overarching assessment criteria that link to the 

course and trace the development of your work. I understand that you are studying for 

the photography BA and are taking the graphics course as an elective so the marking 

criteria will differ however, the following information should help you to understand 

how we will grade this elective. At level one these criteria are: 

 

● Creative and analytical thinking (40%) 

Analysing information, formulating independent judgments; employing creativity in 

the process of investigating, visualising and/or making, developing a personal voice. 

● Research and idea development (20%) 

Sourcing and assimilating research material; and using visual language to 

investigate, test, interpret, and develop ideas. 

● Visual and Technical Skills (20%) 

Using materials, techniques, technologies, and visual language to communicate 

ideas and information. 

● Context (20%) 

Awareness of critical, contextual, historical, professional, and/or emerging contexts; 

and personal and professional development. 

  

Your Tutor Report feedback will make reference to these criteria and give you a broad sense 

of how your exercise and assignment work, learning log and sketchbooks are meeting them.  

  

Feedback on assignment 

  

Assignment one asked you to design a series of postcards that says something about 

yourself and your interests as a way of introducing yourself. You have taken a good, 

systematic approach to this initial assignment and this ‘field research’ you have done with 

your family is a great thing to be inviting into your work. Simple is always a good ‘go to’ for 

design and its good to see overall, uncluttered and clear images in your final pieces. Without 

your explanations on the back I may have struggled to understand the crux of each image. I 

have written down a ‘reading’ of each card which I got from the images prior to reading the 

backs, this should be helpful for you to unpick how an audience might interpret your work : 

 

Card 1 : Is that the ‘facebook’ ‘F’? Accompanied by a lens. If so, I think this is about being 

social and photography. 

Card 2 :  A friendly snake character and alphabet. This must be about reading or learning to 

read. Is this about reading to grandchildren? 

Card 3 : This looks like the silhouette of a person made out of elements – are they 

matchbooks? (Having read the back now, I imagine they are theatrical posters, but they are 

still quite small) There is a curtain! Is this about revealing things – drawing open the 

curtains? Unmasking the person? (as you can see I was quite a way off with this one!) 

Card 4: This is about sewing! I like the mixed media here, this one feels playful and 

confident, so I think Nuala is good at sewing.  



 

I hope these readings are useful. Similar to the game of charades, these can be done with 

family or friends and it’s best if they don’t know anything about the project to get a ‘pure 

read’ of how your work communicates.  

 

As you move into the second part of the course, try not to worry about how graphic your 

work looks or how good your drawing/digital skills are and instead aim to focus on 

maintaining a clear form of communication. As you say, this is a new learning experience for 

you, however these considerations for audience and how you can master the communication 

of ideas clearly are the crux of good design and will transcend both this course and your 

photographic endeavours.   

 

Additionally I’d recommend you use each assignment or task which looks directly at a 

specific media (In this instance, Postcards) to research this area. So for this assignment my 

suggestion might be to look at the history of postcards. If you can find examples of 

contemporary designers using a specific medium all the better too...and so on for all other 

assignments. Just be minded to do a little research of what’s out there, to build up this 

knowledge of the practice.  

 

Sketchbooks 

  

Keeping sketchbooks and a learning log is an integral part of this and every other OCA 

course, not only because they constitute 20% of your marks if you choose to have your work 

formally assessed but they are also an excellent way to document and reflect on your 

development. You may find researching ‘thumbnailing’ useful for helping you to navigate 

how to go about using sketchbooks for graphic purposes. There’s a simple overview of how 

thumbnailing can fit into the design process and some more design terms here. 

 

  

Learning Logs or Blogs / Critical essays 

  

Your learning log is good, it’s clear and to the point and lays out your tasks well. It’d be great 

to include a little more of your developmental stages of each task and project. 

  

Suggested viewing/reading 

  

Here are some links you might like to look at that relate to exercises and tasks for the next 

part of the course : The ABCD book cover awards, Paul King’s paperfolding website, Emily 

Mcdowell’s empathy cards 

 

 

Pointers for the next assignment 

  

The next part of the course focuses on the creative process of problem solving. This is an 

opportunity for you to develop your sketchbook in relation to design problems, build up your 

knowledge of historial and contemporary design and designers and to continue to consider 

the audience and how your work communicates to them by embedding this in questions that 

inform both your practical testing and your learning log reflections.  

http://daphne.palomar.edu/design/form.html
https://www.creativereview.co.uk/cr-blog/2016/march/the-abcd-awards-book-covers-of-the-year/
http://www.foldingtechniques.com/promotional-materials
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/women/womens-life/11588759/Cancer-survivor-The-empathy-cards-I-wish-Id-received.html
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